
January 12, 2014 
Simple Things 

People ask me about the corruption that goes on in Spirit Lake and do I think it is the 
worst rez in the country. I’ll try to keep this as simple as possible and to explain my 
focus on this one tiny speck on the map and why I think it is important both to people 
on the rez and to everyone else.  

First, I don’t think Spirit Lake is the worst rez or that the corruption there is the worst. 
It is the worst kind of corruption, but it is not the worst rez--- I’ve heard horror stories 
from too many reservations to think that Spirit Lake is the single or even one of a 
handful of the worst rezzes out there.  

But what it is, is a place where the corruption is blatant and revealed and where the 
connections to corruption in at all levels: Internal and external, local, State and 
Federal, are more revealed.   

The stories I hear from other rezzes mirror the corruption that I report on in Spirit 
Lake.  Spirit Lake is the one place where it all shows clearly. Spirit Lake is in many 
ways, the story of every other rez in the country.  The Good People struggling for 
Justice; the children paying the price of ignorance, abuse, addiction, and corruption, 
leading to even more despair and desperation and a cycle of violence that both 
keeps the people down and the corrupt in power.  

Spirit Lake is where it all shows and where people can understand how these 
mechanisms; the levers, the funding, the strings and the connections all work.  Once 
you see how it all works in Spirit Lake, you understand how it works everywhere.  
Once you understand how it works, how those who have their fingers on the levers, 
how the strings are pulled and the politics play into everything; once you see how the 
behind the scenes puppeteers pull on those strings, press those levers and create 
the show that they present to the rest of the world, blinding us to the truth, concealing 
their involvements and how they deceive and profit from the suffering they cause; 
and once you see the long term effects and how it affects not only the lives of people 
on the rez, but the rest of the country as well--- once you actually see that, you can’t 
be fooled any longer.  All the rest of it becomes more and more clear.   

Once you can see it: See both what is wrong and who is making it worse, you can 
also see who is working to change it, fix it and you can better see what has to be 
changed in order to fix it.  

Once you see the effects and know the causes, you begin to see and understand the 
causes of what ails society in general. You know why there seems to be more and 
more sex crimes: Predators are being created by a system that protects the powerful 
and politically connected predators. More violence, less protection creates more 
violence, less protection.  More violence equals more crime. More addiction equals 
more violence and more crime. Crime costs money, lives, and robs us all of our 
sense of security.  
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The system of corruption is more exposed in Indian Country, but the same wheels 
are turned, same strings are pulled throughout our nation. You realize that when you 
see how many of the same players that create the toxic soup in Indian Country also 
have fingers in the pies of departments and agencies that take our tax dollars and do 
the same damage to the children in the system that have the same vulnerabilities as 
the children in Indian Country.  

And when you realize they’ve been playing the same game for over 50 years, you 
might understand why the crimes are worse, more violent and why the criminals are 
more “unlike” us. Why their eyes look so ‘empty’ or ‘angry’.  We can’t ‘understand’ 
how ‘those people’ get that way and can do things like that… but maybe now, we can 
start to understand. 

Understand, not to excuse their crimes or the violence they create, but understand to 
see how it was created decades ago and how it is still be created and what we must 
do to stop it, stop it now, so that instead of there being more and worse of it, there will 
be less and less of it.  

We begin to see and to understand what we are facing and once we see it, more 
clearly in the light.  Then we can see ourselves more clearly and what it is we can 
do, both individually and collectively. We’ll see that we are more surrounded by allies 
than opposition because we all want the same thing and the same people are 
working against us.   

We’ll see how those who profit from the strife and suffering, and how they create 
‘issues’ that keep us in opposition to one another rather than allowing us to unite and 
oppose them and their agendas. We’ll see how radicalizing issues creates divides 
and solves no problems, only creates more problems, more suspicion and more 
struggle with others whose lives are different from our own in ways that have no 
effect on our lives nor our lives on theirs.  

Maybe we’ll stop fighting amongst ourselves and start working together. Maybe 
when we start working towards justice for those whom we know are wronged in 
Indian Country, in Spirit Lake, and we know how they were wronged and who did it 
to them, we can start to dismantle the machinery of corruption and bring down those 
curtains the powerful have hidden behind and call them out, hold them accountable.  

Imagine: Holding the bad guys accountable, bringing Justice to those they robbed, 
abused and worse… watching the empire of deception crumble and those who had 
profited from it, fall. Imagine how that would feel to all of us. Empowering.  

It’s in the simple things: The Truth, Justice. That is the path to healing generations of 
violence, abuse, and worse.  Without Justice, all the money that gets thrown into 
Indian Country only fuels the existing corruption and makes an even greater 
mockery of all of us as a Nation and a People.  
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What ails Spirit Lake ails every reservation across the land; some worse, some not 
as bad.  What ails Spirit Lake has its roots in a corrupt system that touches every 
one of us, regardless of who we are or where we live.  

We start to fix it in Spirit Lake, and the core of the corruption will begin to weaken 
and fall. It cannot exist anywhere unless it exists everywhere.  Each Rez is 
connected to the corruption at its core.  Every city is connected to the same core. 
Pull the plug on that core, anywhere, and it bleeds everywhere.  

Justice is the only thing you can use to bleed that evil out of the rez, out of the 
nation.  Studies instead of justice, are just a dance that the powerful do to pretend 
they are doing something while avoiding doing anything.  

Giving more power to corrupt Tribal Courts does not empower the abused and 
battered women of the tribes, only Justice will.  

There is no reason why Indian People cannot be entitled to the same Justice System 
as the rest of the nation is entitled to. Every violent crime, every Felony, is the 
responsibility of the Federal Justice System and they have failed to do their jobs and 
now they want to hand over responsibility to Tribal Courts to keep it out of sight of 
the rest of us. Sweep it under the rug and say that by doing so they are 
‘empowering’ Indian Women--- which is a joke.  

Felonies and violent crimes should remain the responsibility of the Federal 
Government and they should not be allowed to shirk their responsibilities for the 
messes that their corruption creates in Spirit Lake Nation nor any other small speck 
on the map.   

The Good People of Spirit Lake and the Children of Spirit Lake deserve Justice. To 
serve anything less is to deny the most fundamental pillar of any civilized society: 
Justice.  

Justice ends corruption, makes it less attractive. Justice is the beginning of healing 
from trauma.  Healing is what ends the violence, the despair, the desperation. 
Justice is the beginning of healing.  

Odd Ball 

I noticed that on Rainy Hill’s obituary, Corey Plioum is listed as the father of her 
child. Okay, so far so good. But then I could have sworn I saw Corey’s name listed, 
in the Obit, as Fire Chief of Oberon… which struck me as odd… then I went to check 
it again and that title is no longer listed there.  Anyone else see that? I thought it was 
a weird thing to give his title like that in her Obit. It’s not there now.  

Be interesting to learn if he attended her funeral and if he was given sympathy by 
her family and friends. It was with him that she argued in that Oberon Bar the night 
she died.  He was her teacher when he started dating her in High School. Is that 
really the kind of character that gets respect out there? I’d like to know.  
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It would also be interesting to see if there was an autopsy, and if it is true that her 
neck was broken in too many places for it to have been suicide.  

Anything But Murder 

Suicide and SIDS, Accidental and “Natural Causes”, Heart Failure, Hit and Run, all 
seem to be easy and quick answers to suspicious deaths on the rez. Tribal Police 
couldn’t investigate a fleabite on their own butts, much less a murder, and the FBI is 
never in any hurry to do a proper investigation either.  Yeah, back to that “Justice” 
thing.   

As long as life is cheap and living is hard, nothing will get better. As long as children 
or their mothers can be quietly removed with no investigation as to their 
whereabouts or what happened to them, things will only get worse.  

That ‘Problematic’ Case 

The euphemism used to describe one case of child stealing, and that stolen child 
being an infant stolen from her mother the day she was born and given to a friend of 
Kristi Wishinsky when Kristi worked as a social worker under Kevin Dauphenais in 
Tribal Social Services (yes, all the puns are true) and that friend being a felon who 
would not qualify as a Foster Parent nor adoptive parent, was played down in that 
House Subcommittee meeting as ‘Problematic’.  

So, a newborn was stolen, and then sold to unqualified parents, and the authorities 
know all about it, including who has the child and who sold the child, yet no one has 
been arrested and the child has not been returned to her mother.  

Does anyone think this is the only such incidence of this kind? And yet, the Federal 
Government pretends it has no importance, no relevance and that they have no 
obligation to seek justice in such a case.  

And anyone who thinks this only happens in Spirit Lake is kidding themselves. It 
happens everywhere that the Federal Government is allowed to shirk their 
responsibility. It happens everywhere the Federal Government supports and protects 
the corrupt.  If the Federal Government will not enforce the laws when it comes to 
Human Trafficking, whom do we hold accountable?  

Or do we pretend that this also is not our problem? Do we let that child grow up in a 
home that is headed by a felon who would not qualify for adoption, and do we ‘hope 
she’ll be okay’? Do we also hope that the children she later bears and who also grow 
up will ‘be okay’? Is that how we sleep at night?  

Or do we demand that she be returned to her mother and that those who stole her 
are charged and that those who bought her are charged?  Who gets traumatized in 
this case:  That child and her mother. Regardless of whether we do something or do 
nothing, that child is going to suffer and be traumatized.   
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The only way out is for there to be Justice. If there is Justice, maybe that child can 
grow into a healed adult. Maybe not. But for certain sure, if there is no Justice, that 
child and the thousands like her, will have no chance.  

This is how generations of despair, PTSD and desperation are created. This is just 
one child. There are thousands out there that this happens to while the Federal 
Government shirks their responsibilities, protects their abusers and predators.  
Those abusers and predators are connected to people who put large sums of cash 
into their campaigns and other ‘charities and organizations’ that those Politicians and 
their cronies are affiliated with.  

That essentially puts the Federal Government into the business of Human 
Trafficking, doesn’t it? Human Trafficking is running rampant in the USA. Don’t tell 
me there is nothing we can do about it. The truth is that too many who have the 
authority to do something about it are up to their eyeballs involved in it.  

Human Trafficking creates Human Wreckage and Human Wreckage, my friends, is 
what you see that repulses you, scares you, menaces you and causes you to buy 
alarm systems, put more locks on your homes and doors, and it’s why your children 
can’t walk to school.  

None of this gets better. All of this only gets worse, unless we demand Justice. 
Unless we demand that those who are corrupt, those who profit from the corruption, 
are held to account.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake are fighting the battle for their own survival and for 
the children to have a chance at life. We can stand with them. We can fight by their 
side, and we can demand accountability and Justice; or we can wait until the 
violence and the wreckage come to our door.  

You know the cause. You know the cure. Make the choice. Allow more poison in the 
waters, rivers and streams of our society, or clean it up.  

Look around you. Walk downtown. Walk uptown. What do you see? How do you 
think they got that way? No one chose that way of life. It was all that was left to 
them.  

We can change how it will be by demanding justice for what was done, for the 
wrongs and the corruption we know is ongoing.  

Or, we can do nothing.  Our choices are simple, but not easy.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 


